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VERGIL PRAISES THE RUSTIC LIFE
GRAMMAR ASSUMED:

Formation & Comparison of Adverbs;
Vola, Mald, Nold; Provise Clauses

WHEELOCK: CHAPTER 32

In the Georgics, called by Dryden “the best Poem of the best Poet,” Vergil
urges a return fo traditional Roman values, as exemplified by the virtuous,
pristine way in which the Roman farmer and his family live. '

O nimium fortanatds agricolas, quibus facilem victum
divitissima terra volens fundit! Otium ificundum, agrl
longg patentés, spéluncae vivique laciis, mugitiisque boum
dulcésque sub arbore somni ab €is non absunt. Inter eds
iira et légés difitius manent; scelera prohibentur. Vivit
feliciter qui ratione potuit causas rérum cogndscere atque
liice scientiae metiis omnés et pessimés curas ex sua mente
expulit. Neque bella acria illum terrent, neque saevi exer-
citils, neque cétera pericula quae saepissimé homines ti-
ment. Divitias et honorés ille non tam fortiter amat, ut velit
beneficia vitae riisticae amittere. Cum pauper sit, tamen ille
sibi videtur par régibus, cum filii parvi illius ad eum
celeriter accurrunt et cara dscula liberrime offerunt. Huic
di immortalss, fidéliter cult], pacem perpetuam dant. Vi-
tam similiter bedtam quondam égérunt Romulus et Remus.
—adapted from Vergil, Georgics 2.458ff.

VOCABULARY:

fortiinatds agricolas: accusative of exclamation
victus, -iis, m.: food, sustenance, means of living
fundo, -ere, fiedi, fiisus: to pour forth

spelunca, -ae, f: cave, grotto

lacus, -iis, m.: lake

miigitus, -iis, m.: lowing, bellowing, mooing

bos, bovis (genitive pl. = boum), m. or £.: ox, cow, cattle

- arbor, arboris, £.; tree

saevus, -a, -um: fierce, violent, savage

rusticus, -a, -um: rustic, rural, simple
accurro, -ere, -curri, -cursus: to run u’p to
cold, -ere, colui, cultus: to cultivate, worship

Romulus, -1, m.: Romulus, founder of Rome
Remus, -1, m.: Remus, twin brother of Romulus
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